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25TH ANNIVERSARY OF

CAL’s PACc-8 CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM OF 1975

Remembering a Cal Offense That

Couldn’t Be Stopped

fter 25 wears, the numbers seill

evoke pricde and womdermenr,

It wias o magzical ricde for o Cal

foochall weam during the 1975

seasont thar ended wich o Poac-8 Coe

Champicnship, It was an awe-mspining

pourney manned by o mroup of offensive

superstars that numbered  foue differem

All-Americans and o forure All-Procin che
REL.

Bur, sl the nombers remain the maost
significant Jegacy in one remarkable vear
for the

2l footkall progeam, wich an ofiense
that did somethivg that had never been
accomplished before and likely never will
e domie again.

When the final stars were published a
the end of the *75 season, California was
not only the national ol offense clham-
plon i avergmg 4550 vards a same, bue
it achieved the crown by srainning the exace
same mumber of vards on the peoond and
thicugh the o Cal rancop 2,522 rushing
yands, averaging 2293 vands o game, and
armazingly had the exacr same 2,532 yands
throageh the sie Every ream likes 1o strive
for Balnnce, bue the 759 Golden Pears kit
the mark righe on the head.

At halfrime coday, Cal will olficially
honor the 23t anmiversaey of thar prolific
team, ivtroducing many members of tha
squad who hove rerumed o Memorial
Sradium e enjoy  the  celebrarion.
Firtingly, ir's also the renewal of the Joe
Bty Memuorial Game, o celebearion hon-
cring Cals All-Ameren quarterback from
1975 whao died ceagically of coneer just
momeths after his final appearance ina Cal

Joe Roth, shown with head coach Mike White,
had a brilliant career at Cal before Talling
victim to cancer just months after his senior
SEASON.
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The Cal offensive areack in 75 thar

had se many weapons that, when all €

ot

eylinders were clicking, there was no
weany 1o slonw it dawn, much less stop i,
R i

e were Florida Seate and Minmi

ol cur ezay without all the ype and the =

self-promorion,” said Chuck Muncie, &

Coal’s star oulback on thar team. “YWe
bl s tozney suys poerlorming an such o
high level, nohody was concerned
ahont their imdividoal seatistics. 6% not

]i.[".L' 1]]'.“ SAIRYInC. T|'|:1| WWels oL H]"L'l'.'li'.!.l

football ream.”

T dicdn'® all come topether av the stace of

the seasone After the omduation of All-
Aumerican Steve Barthowski the previous
wear, head coach Mike White decided to
brirys |2 transfer Joe Roth along slowly ar
guarterhack, letinge Tim alsods vhe com-
ples offense thar Whirte ond Boser Theder
dirseted. The Bears were 120 out of the
Frlocks Tsefore Raoth gon his Gest seare amains
man Jose Stane o Uctober 4,

That game proved o be the tuming
poant of the season, The Spartans were o
dominanr team, eventually ending wp wich
w92 record, amcd baed o 24230 Tead on the

Cinlden Bears with just three minutes left in
the RTINS

0 che final series, Roth faced o 3nd-
amel-22 sinneion from Cal’s own 10-pard-
lirve, He pulled a mbbic oo of the hat when
e hica leaping Muncie fora 25-pard-min
andd o first dowen wirh JUSE G CT DW Ninules
o the clock. Five ploys later, Cal had
another 3rd-and-[4 situation strving 10
the face. This rime. Roth hic Wesley
Walker onoa streak paten down the right

sidelines for 2 46-yard T and the come-

FOOTBALL

ROETTONA PEC

When fullback Tom Newlon
clinched a vickory over MNo.
4 USC with this

10-yard TD run, there were
many smiles in a soldout
Memorial Stadivm in 1975,

from-hehind vicoom.
From there, Cal v
o g roll, winning seven
of the final cight games
ol fioshimg with an 5-
¥ mark, The only mis-
VLA
when the Boears Lose @ 28-
14 decision, despire 441

atep came  oat

vards of tomal offense.
However, the Bears
bomneced Tack by whip-
ping Fourth-ranked LS
the next week, 25-14,
witht 477 wands of roral
offense before o soldour Memocial Stadium
cromed and a0 bip ABCSTY awdience. In
these Jays, teams just Jido't sheed LISC
like Cal did on char sunny afternoen in
Berkelew, This was g teamn replete with
furure MFEL srems such oas Ricky Rell
Jerer,  Clay
Matthews and Marvin Powell, bur they

Dennis Thurman,  Cary
were dominated by the Golden Bears.
Then, Cal closed our the season wich
522 yards against Washingron, 492 vards ar
Adr Force and 488 yards ar Stunford.
COMTINUED ON PAGE 101



Remembering 1975 Team continued

Adrer ving for che Pace8 crowen, Cal bl
o sit amd warch o USCAUCLA same the
next werk on relevision. A Trojen win o e
would eive Cal o Rese Bowl Derth, The
Bruins coopenited Ty Gonbling the ball nine,
vis then's rivht, nine rimes. Howewver, the
Tiedans alss fombled several times and
passed g3 an opporiunicy 1 e the giime in
she final minore with o fiekd goal inoa 25222
losss,

Despite Tawing an incredible offense and
perhips the Torrest oo in college foorball
iy Blowember, €l was done for il sesson,

Srill, the remarkable oflensive staristics
are the type which are destined o remon
mneorial,

Wit enjorand o Lo bustory of success
a Bie [0

i hampionship ream e Hlmeis, Teading the

as a heasd coach,  direcring
Okl Faichers aoud serving s an assiseim
o the Super Bowl Champion St Louis
Fomns. Howewver, ke sl singles cur ohes
[975 senson ps the Gwverite i his conching
L [ RN

“That was a special, special ream, espe-
|_"i;|_]|'>' L3 ilffl._'l'l,_‘il,_'..,“ said W hie, “We L'Hlili.l
g it any direcrion we wanted, whether i
wis the mireor e pass, [0 wss one of those
sessoms when everything coe tozether. |
dent think there was any wam i the
country thar could have stayed withoas ar
thie end of the vean I just oo bad, we
didi't ger an opportunity o show the
nazion whie we Tad inoa bowl game.”

Muncie was the hig gon, He was 2 6-2,
2-|-I:I |:1|,s|_|_|:|_g‘| [:'li_“'l:h."{ 1."."i.1.}'| ‘-I'.':I .‘;1"-["&.‘Li 1anu| i
curring abilicy wsually exclusive to T80
pord seatbacks, e could min eght over
ot o #ive o o hesd-andeshoulders fake
and whide right past you e was Barry
Sanders with Eddie Gieorge size

Muneie ran tor 1dtd yacds and finished
secomd in the Heisnan Teophy vormg asa
senior. Bur he had plenty of company on
the Cal oflense.

Jowe Forh may bave Tecome o houschobd
name if his illness hod oot stopped Tim
Before T was able tooshow his many ahili-
ties i the NI He Bad Joe Montona skills
with o sromger arm, [n his first year ab Cal
in 1975, he theew for 1,880 yurds while
complering 355 percent of his passes and

Chitck Muncie finished second in the 1975 Heisman Trophy voting. Here b is shown getting ready
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to complete a 46-yard halfhack option pass for a touchdown to Wesley Walker in Cal's, 48-15, rouf

over Stanford.

then eaened first team Al Avoerica honoes
Lis senior senson i 7o, However, he fell
vietim o cancer aoed died in Febroary of
1977,

Both enjoved o prear selection of
receivers, including Steve Rivera whe led
the Cac-8 with 57 carches. He was as tough
a ployer sz you could fined. Tn thied down
situations, there was nobody berter coming
upr with the big carch in the muddle of the
!il..‘*.'!:'!'l'l".l'.'ll"ri

The deep threar was speedy Wesley
Walker, who manased nine rouchdowns
amony s 30 receptions in 79 Lepally
Blind in one eye, he never deopped o long
Faall s wenidd end his collemiane career
with thwe hishest yands per carch averige,
accounting for 257 yands on bus B8 caeer
receprions. He then went on o an all-pro
carcer with the Mew York |ers.

Cieoree Freitas was o soltd theean an ight
end as he added LY carches ard o TL0

Althouely  Tullback "Masty”
Flewton was o devnstating blocker, T also

sa
lism

averaged 5.0 vands on his 95 carries in 1979
] Bans il remnember his 10-pard T
rum aginst UISCTin che final three minutes
o seal the Golden Pear victory

There were fewer superstars om the

offensive Tline, bur tackle Ted Albrechn was

a firsr tesan Adl-Aanerican and center
Duane Williams camed firse team all-
leaeue honors.

Cal featured sn opportunistic defense
that didn't lave greas ream speed, ot sell
mde things happen. After the opening
game when Colormde had 34 poines, o
eI :11:|n:|5.r,4.'-.| tos sevre more than 28
points, aned during Cal's stretchs run, oppo-
nents wveragesd omly 1008 poimnts o game in
thie Last foerr manmes.

Phil Heck was a0 mopsed middle Tioe-
Fewcker who bad o by bean and simpy
krees. He bued several big games, inclodmg
15 tockles agains USCL Joff "Bl Mews”
Brnies wis i'||_~i|.'|n ] |‘l1;l_] threse can the ';iL"FL'l'I-'
sive bine,  Fle James Reed and Daeyle
Skongrstoed were the only players who went
omn 10 MEFL carcers, b the conching staff
wasn’t afraid o wse superior depely o
achiewe osolid defense, Plyers suchas Bob
Wihener, ool von der Mehden, Pere Site,
Jefi Moye and Syd Lefon and so many athe
ers didn't ger o second look from the preo
seours, but they helpal make 1973 o very
special yoan

Ir's breen 25 vears since that special sea-
sonn, bur i seems ke yesterdy to e Cal

fans,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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